the insanity that continues to destrov
everything around him.

In the tented camp of Stobrec, host-

ing 100§} refugees close to the ancient
seaside resort of Spiit, a 9-vear-old girl
sits with Tihomila Becker, the lady psy-
chologist whom she considers as one of
her friends:
I saw my house being burmed. 1 felt terrible and
had goose pimples all over my body. Then we ran
awvay in the forest and watked from one village 1o
another. I was tervible hungry, After 2 months, we
reached a town where we saw people making
hatea [& sweet of Arabian origin made from
noney] - but they did not offer us any.

Many children want revenge

Up in the mountains of Bosnia, the pol-
icy of ‘ethnic cleansing’ continues o
uproot fresh loads of Muslim families
who have gathered in the school
grounds of the small town of Travnik.
They are waiting for the buses which
will take them fo refugee camps hours
away from the front line. Sitting on
their hurriedly packed belongings, the
grandmother and the mother of two
small children weep uncontrollably.

Despite the intense summer heat, the
iittle boy and his sister are wearing light
blue fluffy duffle coats with two jum-
pers undemneath, A aeighbour explains
that the little boy saw soldiers cur
people’s throats, including his father’s
throat. The boy is frozen with fear and.
on hearing the woman’s words, tears
stream down his face.

Children who have experienced and
witnessed, first hand, such terror — the
slaughter, the shooting, their fathers
beaten and humiliated and no longer
able to protect and provide for them,
their mothers abused and often raped —
will probably want revenge when old
enough.

When children go back to school,

reading and writing may have to take a
back seat to allow teachers and children
to work together on a Story of my Life,
trying to rebuild the threads of shattered
lives, talking about the war, the events
that took place, drawing, writing es-
says, poerns, and even songs about this
traumnatic period of their lives, using
group activities and the creative pro-
cess to start the healing ...

Mothers and children
often war targets

Knowledge about war trauma is rela-
tively new and training for psychia-
trists, psychologists, social workers,
teachers, and health workers needs also
to be provided as soon as possible, as
well as raising public awareness about
the psycho-social problems of war-
traumatised families so that every child
and every family which needs help in
surmounting their trauma can have ac-
cess to psychosocial support and coun-
selling services without delay.

According to Professor Raundalen,
each war, seen from the perspective of
children, is different. The war in ex-
Yugoslavia has two very disturbing
features:

First, itis the closeness of the war and
the fact that, in many homes, the sol-
diers lived upstairs while the families
lived in the cellars of their houses,
sometimes for months. The families
were constantly threatened; they were
beating their fathers and raping their
mothers, and often they were shooting
in the kitchens and in the bathrooms
upstairs. That closeness has never been
seen hefore, at least not in contempor-
ary wars.

Second, this war is extraordinarily
cruel, because the mothers and the
children are often targeted — those who

are defending the cities with their
bodies; we witness weapons against de-
fenceless bodies and weapons against
children. That goes for cities like Bihac,
Goradze, and Sarsjevo.

Nobody can be unhurt by this tesrible
war in our Europe.

Ttis also our war.

* Journalist and photographer. associated with
UNICEF for smamy vears.

' At the same. time, UNICEF haci to

re:mm supphes 0 Belgrada in Serbla
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Distinguished order for
IRCT’s president

The IRCT President, Professor Ole Es-
persen, MP (Denmark), has been
awarded the prestigious Chilean Ber
nardo O"Higgins Order for his long and
much respected work for victims of
Homan Rights violations in Chile. He
has visited Chile 14 times since 1973,
and Professor Espersen could almost be
referred 1o as a globetrotter for the good
cause of Human Rights,

30

As a civil servant in the Danish Min-
istry of Justice, he was also a member
of the expert commitree of legal affairs
of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg
from 1965 to 1970, and was thereby
engaged in the important work of pro-
tecting Hurmnan Rights within the Euro-
pean Convention of Human Rights of
1950,

He was the legal representative of the

Danish  Government in its ¢ase,
together with some other countries,
against Greece at the European Human
Rights Court in Strasbourg, which es-
tablished gross violations of Human
Rights by the Greek junta.

He tapght law, inciuding interna-
tional law, for about 20 vears at Copen-
hagen University, was appointed pro-
fessor, and became involved in a var-
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iety of public activities, as lawyers in
all countries tend to become. He en-
tered the Danish Parliament in 1973,
representing the Social Demaocrats, and
served as Minister of Justice from 1981
to 1982,

Amnesty Internasional and medica]
doctors in several countries plaved their
partin ali this - Professor Espersen thus
participated in the important work that
paved the way for the establishment of
the RCT in Copenhagen. Action was
required, not only to condemn the vioi-
ators of Hwman Righis, the torturers,
the evil of our day. but also to help the
victims. Ole Espersen still keeps con-
tact with some of the friends he made
in Greeee a1 that fime, - '

Since then, along with his political
work in Denmark, he has been dealing
with a long list of humanitaran matters
and has visited political prisoners or
their relatives in several countries in
order to promote their refease or allevi-
ate their burden. All this he does in one
of his many capacities - as parliamen-

Chile's ambassador to Denmark, Mario
Valenzuela Esg., with the IRCT Presiden:,
Prafessor Ole Espersen.

tarian. as member of the Parliamenta-
rian Assembly of or expert appointed
by the Council of Eorope. 5 member
of ihe board of the Danish section of the
Helsinki Federation. ete.

Now he also has the job of examining
capdidates for membership of the
Council of Europe. Latvia and Ruma-
nia have not yer passed the test - they
have w0 develop their democracy fur-
ther before being accepted. Russia is
next in line.

Professor Espersen has visited Tur-
key many times. He has participated
there in the opening of cenrres for the
treatment of torture victims, has argued
with ministers and parliamentarians in
Ankara and elsewhere, and has visited
prisoniers. *“Turkey 1s one of the most
depressing countries, because torture
has not been dropped despite the intro-
duction of democracy. No. other
country has stuck so stubbornly to this
evil habit of the past™’, he observes,

H. D
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UN fund in need of money

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Torture Victims urgently needs aditional resources

In 1993 the United Nations Volunzary
Fund for Vicims of Torrure has to Hmit
its recommendations for grants by the
Secretary-General 1o less thap half of
the amounts requested in approximate-
ly 60 applicarions for assistance 10 tor-
ire victims.

The Voluntary Fund provides practj-
cal help to relieve the suffering of the
tens of thousands of victims by obtain-
ing for them medical or psychological
support, opportunities for social or
cconomic reintegration, and legal or
financial assistance. But more and
MoTe LOFUTe ViIctims are asking for pro-
fessional help. In 1991/1992 the Fund
supported some 100 projects all over
the world to assist them in coping with
the consequences of torture and cruel,
degrading or inhuman treatment or
punishment.

Thousands of others are still in need
of medical. psychological, social, or
fimancial help. During the eleventh ses-
ston in 1992, the HBoard assessed the
operation of the projects subsidized by
the Fund and heard 13 persons respon-
sible for 36 projects. and examined 25
TORTURE Vol
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new projects submited 1o the Fund for
support. The Board recommended to
the Secretary-General the funding of.
or continued support for, some 70 pro-
jects either currently in progress or
planned for 1992 and 1993, involving
expenditure of approximately $1.6 mil-
lion.

Since its creation in 1951, the Fund
has collaborated with nearly 100 organ-
1zations on approximaiely 160 projects
in about 40 countries. These projects
fall eszentially into the following flelds;
psychotherapy; medical care; social re-
habititation; and training of profession-
als and volunteers {doctors, psycholog-
155, physiotherapists. paramedical per-
sonnel, social workers, etc. s forthe spe-
clalized treatment of torture vietims. In
addition: to helping torture victims di-
rectly, the Fund has also been able to
assist the relatives of victims with their
psychological, econemic. and social
problems, and has contributed to the
development and application of suit-
able forms of treatment,

The Fund is administered by the Sec-
retary-General, assisted by 2 Beard of

Trustees. composed of a Chairman and
four members who have wide experi-
ence in the field of human righss and
serve In their individual capacity. The
current members of the Board of Trus-
tees are: Elizabeth Odip-Benite (Costa
Rica), Ribor Hatano (Yapan), fvan To-
sevski (Yugoslaviay, Amos Wako
tKenva), and Jaap Walkate (The
Netherlands), Chairman,

Since #ts establishment, the Fund has
received contributions from several in-
dividuals and non-government organ-
izations as well as from the govemn-
ments of the following countries: Ar-
gentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Brazil, Camercon, Canada, Cyprus,
Denmark, Eire, Finland, France, Ger-
many, Greece, Haiti, Holy See, Ieeland,
Indonesia, haly, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Libva, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,
Mzlta, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, San Marino, Senegal. South
Korea, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Swit-
zerland. Togo, Tunisia, United King-
dom. and United States.
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